INTRODUCTION
The aggressive nature of Africanized honey bees has been covered extensively by the media for many years. Scientific publications on the biology of this insect have received considerably less attention. Methods for quantifying the defensive behavior of Africanized bees have been worked out by S TORT (1974) and recently by C OLLINS and K UBASEK (1982) and C OLLINS et al. (1982) . Despite recent progress in research on the behavioral aspects of this bee, much basic information is still needed on the behavior and biology of the Africanized honey bee. Estimates on their potential distribution and impact in temperate climates remain hypothetical (T AYLOR , 1977 ; K ERR et al., 1982 ; T AYLOR and S PIVAK , 1984) . F LETCHER (1978) and W OYKE (1973) reported that A.m. adansonii colonies survived during short periods of subzero weather in Africa, and at 0°-4 °C for up to 3 months in Poland, respectively. Some of the objectives of our research currently in progress in Argentina are to determine the factors influencing the behavior and distribution of the Africanized bee. As Argentina, 1961 Argentina, -1970 .
RESULTS
The final identification of the test colonies can be seen in Table 1 (Table 4 and Fuerza Aerea Argentina, 1961 Argentina, -1970 . It was previously assumed that the study site was near the survival limit for Africanized honey bees. However, our results clearly show that both locally adapted (CB, VD) and what we consider less adapted European and Africanized honey bee colonies from a warmer area (P), overwintered well under the given climatic conditions. If any of the conditions in Cura Brochero had been close to those that limit Africanized honey bee survival, then at least some mortality or reduction in the full size colonies, and/or a higher mortality in the nuclei due to starvation and the natural decline of populations, would have been expected. The absconding during nectar dearth and cold weather, with food left behind, most likely is detrimental to colony survival. But with it occurring similarly in Africanized and European nuclei, it is not a distinctive adaptation of either unless some of the absconding colonies successfully invade another hive. Therefore, if these climatic factors are of importance, the distribution of Africanized honey bees should be expected further south and west then previously postulated. Supporting evidence for this assumption was reported by DtETZ et al. (1985) . 
